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wana,9 at a single word from Buddha, lowered her fan and
went to sit at a certain distance. Ananda, who had seen
this Rahaness attending assiduously on Buddha's person
during more than twenty seasons, was surprised at seeing
that, without any apparent reason, she had been desired
on that occasion to withdraw to a distance. Phra, reading
in the soul of Ananda his innermost thoughts, said to him,
" Ananda, I am not displeased with Oupalawaiia; but her
body being of a very large size, it prevents the myriads of
Nats that have come from ten thousand worlds to see and
contemplate me on this supreme moment. The Nats can
see through the bodies of the generality of men, but this

9 In the first edition of this work
the writer had made an error in sup-
posing Oupalawana to have been a
male religious. Another palm-leaf
manuscript that he has consulted
leaves no doubt about her real charac-
ter. She was, among the female body
of religious, the disciple of the left;
and Kerna, who had been for many
years the first wife of King Pimpa-
thara, was the disciple of the right.
Oupalawana belonged to a distin-
guished family of Kapilawot. The
female portion of the Thanga or
assembly was constituted after the
mode of the Rahans. Thariputra
and Maukalan were respectively the
disciples of the right and of the left.
One of the duties of the Rahaness of
the left was to fan Buddha on certain
occasions, and render to him such
services as were compatible with her
sex. The order of nuns in Burmah
in our days has fallen very low. In-
stead of the yellow colour, they have
adopted the white one for their dress,
which, in other respects, resembles
that of the Phongyies. Their head is
shaved. They are to be seen in the
neighbourhood of pagodas, and in the
streets, going about to beg the food
required for their maintenance. The
only large convent of those nuns
which I have ever met is one on the
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right bank of the Irrawaddy, about five
miles north of Tsagain. It contains
about forty or fifty inmates. Some
of them belong to good families, and
reside in the house for a few years,
after which they return into their
home. That house is under the
special protection of the king, who
supplies .the nuns with all the neces-
saries of life. In the valley of Tavoy
a small convent also has been pointed
out to the writer. It was situated on
a beautiful spot, west of the river.
When he went to see it, he was sur-
prised to meet with two or three old
women, habited in the canonical
dress, who appeared to be wretchedly
poor and slovenly in their habits.
The house was in every respect in
keeping with the exterior appearance
of the tenants. The nuns do abso-
lutely no work, except in certain
localities where they try to do away
with a portion of their time in clear-
ing the weeds which grow so luxu-
riantly in the enclosure of some
famous pagoda. They have no schools
to teach girls the rudiments of read-
ing and writing. They are on this
head greatly behind the Buddhist
monks, who have assumed to them-
selves the great and important task
of teaching boys in the towns and
villages.